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Under the pressure of war conditions and in view of the
necessity of keeping Russia in line, there was not much
that England and France could do but assent to Russia's de-
mands which Sazonow insisted should be kept an absolute
secret, lest knowledge thereof alienate from the Allies some
neutral countries concerned—particularly Rumania and Bul-
garia. Their consent was forthcoming—curiously the Brit-
ish satisfied Russia before France did. But the diplomatic
exchanges show clearly that the boldness of Sazonow's
claims was somewhat of a shock both to Sir Edward Grey
and to Delcasse, the French Foreign Minister, and that
neither Great Britain nor France acquiesced with any great
enthusiasm in Russia's "radical solution" of the Straits ques-
tion. The correspondence between Great Britain, France,
Russia and, later, Italy also show that this acquiescence was
at a price—namely the consent of Russia to the satisfaction
of British, French and Italian claims and the recognition by
her of their spheres of interest in the Near East, all at the
expense of the Ottoman Empire. Thus, it was Russia's de-
mand for Constantinople and the Straits which set the
stage for spoils and the pyramid of conflicting secret
treaties which were later to embarrass the Allies and to
create new sources of friction, even though the secret treaty
England and France should say openly that they agreed to the annexa-
tion of Constantinople by Russia when the day for peace arrived.
Paleologue, op. cit.y Vol. I, p. 295. Two days later the Czar himself
spoke to Paleologue in a similar vein. He said that the Russian people
must be rewarded for the terrible sacrifices of the war with the realiza-
tion of their time-honored ambition. Therefore, he had made up his
mind to adopt the radical solution and incorporate Constantinople and
Southern Thrace into the Russian Empire. The Czar added that he was
counting on the French Government's help to settle any misunder-
standings which might arise hi this respect with England. Ibid., pp. 297-
98.

